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How do you assess the process of the ongoing UN-led talks on the Cyprus problem? Do 

you share the view expressed by various quarters that we are closer to a settlement more 

than ever before, which could happen in 2016?  

  

When I came to Cyprus last July, the negotiations had just resumed and I had been very 

impressed by the engagement of the leaders of the two communities in the negotiations. There 

was a great sense of optimism. This optimism should still prevail. Important progress has 

been registered in the course of the numerous meetings that took place between the leaders 

and between their negotiators. I would like to pay tribute to the two leaders for their vision, 

their courage and their determination.  

 

Of course, a lot of work remains to be done, both at technical and political levels. Difficult 

compromises will be required on both sides and people will have to be convinced that a 

reunification of the island through a just and fair settlement, in line with the UN parameters, is 

in their own interest. But I am confident in the determination of the two leaders to seize this 

historic opportunity and France will fully support their efforts to reach a fair and just 

settlement that would end the division of the island, for the benefit of all Cypriots, the EU and 

the whole region.  

 

 

In which ways could France, as a UN Security Council permanent member and an EU 

member state, facilitate the Cyprus peace process?  

 

Let me first recall that this process is led by Cypriot themselves, under the auspices of the 

UN. But as a UNSC permanent member and as a EU Member State, we are providing our 

total political support to the leaders and to the UNSG’s special adviser Espen Barth Eide. The 

international community and the European Union will also have a key role to support the 

implementation of the settlement, once it’s been reached and ratified by the two communities.  

 

The European dimension of the talks is important, contacts between all the parties and the 

European institutions have increased, as shown by the visit of the two negotiators to Brussels 

at the beginning of February, and the EU ad-hoc committee on the acquis has already 

accomplished a very important work. All this contributes to reinforce the positive dynamic of 

the process and to create the conditions of a settlement that will enable the whole Island to be 

fully integrated to the European Union.  

 

 

Given the issues the EU is currently facing (possible brexit, refugee crisis, economic 

concerns), how should the EU address them? How do you see the future of the EU?  

 

Over the last months and years, Europe has been confronted with a row of crisis of an 

unprecedented gravity: economic depression, Eurozone and Greece crisis, Ukraine, Syrian 

war and its consequences in Europe, refugee crisis, terrorist attacks, collapse of Libya. It 

leaves us with two options: either each Member State try to answer by itself to these 

challenges and we will have 28 different answers, inconsistency and deficiency, or we build 

common answers based on solidarity and stronger cooperation among us and with European 



institutions. Only together will we be strong enough to face challenges that concern us all, 

which is why we want the United Kingdom to remain in the European Union. 

 

But we also think that a deeper integration is needed. Eurozone must reinforce its integration 

in the future for more stability, with the Banking Union, and more support to investment and 

growth. Europe also has to reinforce its external, security and defence policies.  

 

 

The EU has come under criticism for its failure to address and contain the influx of 

migrants to European soil. The agreement with Turkey seems to be faltering. What can 

be done now to actually deal with this problem?  

  

Last year, more than one million and a half persons entered the EU, most of them fleeing war 

and dictatorship, especially in Syria. Several thousand people still enter the EU every day as 

we speak. If we want to preserve our asylum system in the long run, we need to ensure a real 

border control and to intensify our fight against smugglers. This is a challenge that we need to 

face all together, with all our partners, be it neighbouring or transit countries. These countries, 

like Turkey, Jordan or Lebanon have taken up an important share by welcoming millions of 

refugees and should be supported. At the same time, we need European border guards, 

relocation of the refugees and a more efficient return policy for those who are not entitled to 

international protection.  

 

The EU and Turkey have agreed on a joint action plan, which aims at supporting the refugees 

and the host communities, but also at working towards a reduction of the number of people 

risking their lives every day to go to Europe. This action plan is a comprehensive instrument 

and we need to continue to work on its implementation.  

 

So far, important steps have been taken by the EU, such as the strengthening of Frontex’s 

capacity. Turkey has also introduced new legislation in order to improve refugees’ living 

conditions, through an enhanced access to employment and education. However more needs 

to be done, concerning the fight against traffickers and smuggling networks. We need to 

continue to reinforce border management. A new EU- Turkey summit is planned on the 7th 

March and will be a key moment, enabling us to take stock of what has been done and set the 

priorities that need to be pushed.  

 

 

Turkey’s accession course is vacillating. Ankara has been unwilling to meet its EU 

obligations, including those relating to Cyprus. Why hasn’t the EU taken a firmer stance 

towards Turkey in this regard (in spite of critical comments in Turkey’s most recent 

report) and how can France contribute towards this direction?  

 

Turkey is a key partner for the European Union and I am convinced that the opening of 

negotiating chapters are a good channel to encourage political reforms in Turkey. This 

process also includes Turkey’s position towards Cyprus and it explains why eight chapters of 

the accession negotiations are frozen since December 2006.  

 

As you know, last November, the EU member states have agreed to re-energize Turkey’s 

accession negotiations with the EU. Our objective here is to push political reforms in Turkey 

by resuming work on a number of priority areas, notably on rule of law and fundamental 

rights. However one thing has to be clear, and it was recalled by President François Hollande 



at the EU-Turkey summit in November: the rules have not changed and established 

conditionality will have to be respected. It is in our common interest.   

 

 

 How would you assess bilateral relations and in which areas could these be enhanced? 

Do you believe that these ties are being strengthened through the engagement of the 

French oil company, Total, in the drilling operations in Cyprus' Exclusive Economic 

Zone?  

 

France has exceptional relations with Cyprus in wide range of domains. Our political dialogue 

is very dense and fruitful. We share the same views on the regional situation and major 

international crises. Our security cooperation is excellent and is of crucial importance now 

that the Near-East is facing so many challenges. In the field of culture and education, our 

cooperation is deeply rooted and spread across the fields of archeology, francophony, 

education, notably through the French-Cypriot School of Nicosia. But of course there is 

always room for improvement, for example in the field of scientific cooperation and student 

exchanges, and we are working on it. 

 

On the economic front, France is a major partner of Cyprus and we would like to continue to 

expand our bilateral trade. French companies like Total are also eager to increase their 

investments in Cyprus, especially in the strategic area of energy but also in public works and 

tourism. On our side, we would like to welcome more Cypriots in France, especially this year 

for the Euro Cup 2016. 

 

  

How do you evaluate Cyprus' role as a bridge between the EU and the Middle East 

countries and its contribution to the fight against terrorism?  

  

I’m in Cyprus to attend the Third MedGroup ministerial meeting, which illustrate the key role 

that Cyprus plays in the Eastern Mediterranean. As EU Mediterranean Member States, we 

share a common vision on the necessity to transform the Mediterranean into an area of shared 

prosperity and stability. The increasing cooperation among neighboring countries is an 

important contribution to the stabilization of the region as a whole. 

 

In this context also, Cyprus contributes actively in the fight against terrorism with its own 

means. French authorities have expressed their gratitude to the authorities of the Republic of 

Cyprus for their solidarity towards France after the terrorist attacks of January and November 

2015. This solidarity has not only been expressed through declarations, but has been 

implemented practically by allowing our military ships and aircrafts to use the ports and 

airports and airbases for logistical purposes. This is a concrete demonstration that France and 

Cyprus share the same universal values and the same goal in the region./. 


